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The Tomahawk Baptist Church Transition Team continues to meet weekly and over the past month we have been focus-
ing on what we believe the Mission and Purpose of Tomahawk Baptist Church is and needs to be.  Specifically, the Transition Team 
has spent a great deal of time discussing what the Core Values, Mission, Vision and Ministry Plan of Tomahawk Baptist Church 
should be.  The culmination of this work was the drafting of several documents that were presented at the June 28, 2015 round 
table discussion luncheon after worship.  Based on the round table discussion, the Transition Team has created new drafts of the 
presented documents.  These documents are not yet finalized and may be changed after the Transition Team receives additional 
feedback from members of the church.  To help with that process the Transition Team is asking each of you to review these docu-
ments and let us know any thoughts you have about them, positive or negative.  
 

To continue the conversation, the Transition Team is providing copies of the revised documents.  The first document we 
discussed was a draft of what the Transition Team believed to be the church’s Core Values.  This was the first logical step in trying 
to discern the church’s purpose after having reviewed and celebrated the heritage of Tomahawk Baptist Church.  Please take 
some time to review the Core Values statement below.   

 

 

Tomahawk Baptist Church Core Values 
Tomahawk Baptist Church has been spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ since 1776.  Over time our congregation has come to 
hold certain values as the core of who we are as a Church.  These Core Values are 
 

Faith: we center our faith in the awesome God of Abraham, in our redemption through the sacrifice of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ, and in the inspirational presence of the Holy Spirit. 

 
Worship: we come before God as we are, praising Him, celebrating His love for us and hoping that each of us will experience 

the grace of His presence. 
 

Discipleship: we seek to be transformed during this lifelong spiritual journey by the teachings, life, death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ as well as the inspired Word of God.  

 
Love: we embrace Jesus Christ’s command to love our neighbors as ourselves, welcoming all people into our fellowship of 

believers because all people matter to God and to us.  
 

Service: we strive to serve others as Christ did, allowing God to work in us, through us, and in the world around us.   
 

 

 

After agreeing on what we believed the Core Values of the church were, the Transition Team worked on creating a Mission 
Statement for the church that would embody our Core Values.  After creating a Mission Statement, the Transition Team began the 
process of drafting a Vision for how the church would seek to accomplish her Mission over the next three years.  After agreeing on 
a Vision we believed would help the church accomplish its Mission, the Transition Team created a Ministry Plan to help implement 
the Vision.  The Transition Team felt it was best to create broad goals that would allow staff, committees and members the oppor-
tunity to determine the specifics of how the Vision would be achieved.  Please take some time to review the drafted Mission, 
Vision and Ministry Plan below.   

               (Continued on page 2) 
 

From Your Transition Team 
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Tomahawk Baptist Church Mission and Vision 
DRAFT Revised June 30, 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on page 3) 

What is our goal as a 

church? 
What will it look like when 

we accomplish our goal? 

What are the steps we 

take to reach our goal? 

Come, Grow, 

Love, Serve 

Provide community service 

on a monthly basis 

Identify & implement 12  

outreach opportunities

Host 4 community events 

annually 

Identify groups to invite to 

attend TBC events, e.g., Hope 

Tree 

Become more connected 

with children & youth in 

community 

Partner with local schools to 

determine needs &  

service opportunities 

Create effective lay leader-

ship structure & educate 

congregation how to  

navigate it 

Promote communication 

and fellowship among 

congregation 

Strive to have 30 baptisms 

within next 3 years 

Develop & implement organi-

zational documents, e.g., 

Constitution, Personnel Poli-

cies, Discover TBC class 

Organize quarterly  

intergenerational fellowship 

events 

Successful implementation of 

ministries above 

Facilitate spiritual care and 

growth 

Identify and promote  

opportunities for spiritual care 

and growth 
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Name Phone Email 

John Bateman 540.470.0977 jcbateman7@gmail.com 

Jeff Easton 804.381.1564 J.easton@comcast.net 

Pat Jennings 804.516.0033 wizjet51@gmail.com 

Crystal Rosse 804.564.6150 crosse1017@gmail.com 

Darla Skinner 804.240.0645 dcskiner@aol.com 

Robin Tarr 804.798.8328 robin.tarr@hotmail.com 

Sally Waldrop 804.301.8681 srwaldrop1@aol.com 

Burt Walker 804.937.7837 burtwalker1@verizon.net 

Pete Zangardi 804.432.9281 prmhvac@gmail.com 

Transition Team Contact Information 

The Transition Team received a great deal of feedback regarding these documents at the round table discussion.  I for 
one was very much encouraged by the conversation at our table and am very excited about the process moving forward.  Please 
remember that this is an ongoing process and these documents are not yet finished.  We welcome any additional feedback you 
have between now and the Transition Team meeting on July 14th, 2015.  At the regular business meeting on July 19th, 2015, we 
will be asking the members of the church to endorse the final versions of the documents.  Thank you for your continued guid-
ance, support and prayers as we seek out God’s will for Tomahawk.   

 
Sincerely, 
 
John Bateman on behalf of the Tomahawk Baptist Church Transition Team 
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Our ongoing missions project is to support Mercy Mall in the collection of non-
perishable food and clothing items. Their food shelves have been running very 
low. Lets work together to fill the lighthouse to help fill their shelves! Thank 
you in advance for your continued donations. They are also in need of volun-
teers. In order for Mercy Mall to be open, there must be 2 people there at all 
times. So if you have some time, please consider volunteering.  

 

Backpacks 
We are still collecting backpacks. These may be new OR gently used . This year backpacks and school supplies will be collected 

separately. There is a bin by the Welcome Center for backpacks and shoes. 

 
Back to School Shoe Drive  

Mercy Mall has partnered with Social Services to provide school necessities to 350 children in Chesterfield County. We are col-
lecting **NEW** sneakers for children of all ages but we especially need size 1-10 for middle and high school children. All dona-
tions must be turned in by July 31 for delivery on August 1.  

From Your  Missions Director 

Thanks to the Sanctuary Choir and the Praise Team for a great year of music making together!  I have loved working at Tomahawk 
this past year, and appreciate the dedication and the commitment of all those who sing and play in services each week!  
 
For the summer months, we are looking for solos/duets/ instrumentals to provide music for our Sunday morning services.   If you 
would like to share your talents with the congregation, please sign up on the sheet on the choir room door. I will be glad to play 
for you/play with you/ help you learn what you want to sing?  Just sign up and I will be in touch!  
 
This month the choir sang "There Is A Balm in Gilead," a spiritual that I quoted from last month in this space.  This month's hymn 
tune dates from 1844 and first appeared in "The Sacred Harp", one of the first published hymn books in America.   The words how-
ever, are fairly new, dating to 1977, and what beautiful words they are:  "We are travelers on a journey, fellow pilgrims on the 
road; We are here to help each other, walk the mile and bear the load."  
 
Looking forward to seeing you in church this summer! 
Susan 

From Your  Music Director 

The family of Charles Taylor wishes to ex-
press our appreciation and thanks for the 
cards, food, prayers, visits and support 
during his passing.  

 

Thank you to Thomas, Pastor Jim, and the Tomahawk Congregation 
for the special dedication of our son, Bennett. It was a beautiful ser-
vice and a special time for our family. We greatly appreciate the 
beautiful prayer shawl, Children's New testament, flower and certifi-
cate given to us to remember this day and our commitment to teach 
Bennett about the love of Jesus and faith in God with the support of 
our church family. ~ Sincerely, Chris and Sarah Smith 

 
Congratulations to Audra and Jeremy Boone in the 
birth of their son. Myles Douglas, born June 2, 
2015. 

During these hot summer months, you are invited and 
encouraged to dress comfortably for worship. If you are 
most comfortable worshipping in a suit or a dress, then 
by all means, do so! If you’d prefer to wear shorts and a 
polo shirt, feel free! If khakis or jeans or a skirt is your 
thing, please wear them! However you choose to dress, 
please know that we care more about your presence as 
we worship God together than we do about what you’re 
wearing.  

“People look at the outward appearance, but the LORD 
looks at the heart.” -1 Samuel 16:7 
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WHEN:  

Saturday July 25, 2015  8:45 A.M. - 12:00 P.M. 

WHO:  

Families with elementary school- aged children(K-5, 

including kids who have recently completed 5th grade) 

and preschool children ( ages 3 and 4) are welcome!  

Join in this family event, "Splashing in God's Word" where we will immerse kids in scripture through faith-filled 

games, crafts, music and more!   Kids gather in small groups with their Shepherds, then, move into the Large 

Group Gathering where they’ll sing, watch a skit, and learn more about the story and daily theme. Then, kids ro-

tate through the workshops of Art, Games, plus, they enjoy a creative snack station. There will also be many wa-

ter based games and activities, so it is recommended that participants bring along bathing suits and towels.  

This is a family experience so parents should plan on attending the event with their kids.   

We are accepting donations of canned goods that Tomahawk Baptist Church will distribute to  

Mercy Mall.  

 

If you have questions, or are interested in helping out or donating supplies, sign up on  the BBS" Splashing In 

God's Word" bulletin board located in the Sunday School hallway, or see Elaine Liebgott, Burt Walker or Sue 

Stout for more information. Register online on the Tomahawk Baptist Church website or through the insert in the 

weekly bulletin.  

        SPLASHING IN GOD'S WORD BBS            

BRINGING THE BIBLE BACK TO SUMMER!     

SATURDAY JULY 25th 8:45 A.M. - 12:00 P.M. 

PRESCHOOL 3-4 Years to Rising 6th Graders 

 

#1 Child's Name______________________________________________   Age_______ 

#2 Child's Name______________________________________________ Age_______ 

#3 Child's Name_____________________________________________   Age________ 

Parent's Name_______________________________________________ 

Home Address_______________________________________________ 

Email Address_______________________________________________ 

Phone Number______________________________________________ 
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From Your  Associate Pastor 

I write this with the weariness of jetlag still clinging to me, but also with the joy of having spent time in a place and with a group of 
people that have refreshed my soul.  I’m grateful for the opportunity to have been on pilgrimage on Iona, learning more about 
Celtic Christian spirituality and practicing a more life-giving rhythm.  It won’t surprise you to know that I’m still reflecting on and 
processing all that I experienced and learned, and the ways that I will be different as a result.  But there is no doubt that this was a 
life-changing experience.  I know many of you are interested to hear more about it.  I’m planning a presentation that will be part of 
our Fall kickoff and I hope you’ll come be a part of that.  In the meantime, I want to leave you with a glimpse of Iona and a prayer 
for presence and mindfulness in the moment.  Wherever you find yourself in this moment, may you be present to it and aware of 
God’s presence with you in it.   
Grace and peace to you on our shared journey! 

 
In the gift of this new day, 
in the gift of the present moment, 
in the gift of time and eternity intertwined 
let us be grateful 
let us be attentive 
let us be open to what has never happened before, 
in the gift of this new day, 
in the gift of the present moment, 
in the gift of time and eternity intertwined. 
 -John Philip Newell, Sounds of the Eternal 
               -St. Martin’s cross (carved ~1,200 years ago) and Iona Abbey 

From Your Intentional Interim Pastor 

July Messages 
“Life’s Journey” 

Just like it is important to be prepared for a trip we take to visit family, 
friends, an area of the country or the world, preparations are also 
needed for us as we journey through life.  To help us on Life’s Journey, 
the planned messages in July are: 

July 5– The Road to Freedom, John 8:31-36 
July 12- Just Read the Map, II Timothy 3:10-17 
July 19- Is Everyone In the Car?  Matthew 18:10-14 
July 26- One-Way Street, John 14:6, Matthew 7:24-29 

 

Summer Giving Options 

Our tithes and offerings make it possible for Tomahawk to fulfill the 
mission of Tomahawk.  When you are away, tithes and offerings may 
be mailed to the church at 12920 Hull Street Road, Midlothian 23112 
or made through your on-line banking option.   
 

Monday Night Video & Conversation 
Church Parlor/Room 218 

7 PM 
July 6  "What Are You Looking At?"  Dr. Reggie McNeal 
July 13  "Get Off Your Donkey"  Dr. Reggie McNeal 
July 20  "The Land Between"  Jeff Manion 
July 27  "What's In Your Hand?"  Rick Warren 

Sunday, July 19 

6:00p.m. 

July Ice Cream Social 
July 19th   at 7:00 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

July 19th is National Ice Cream Day and we will 
celebrate with an ice cream social following 
the business meeting.  The Deacons are coordi-
nating the social.  Be a part of the Fellowship! 



Prayer Concerns 

Tomahawk  Members 
Nancy Barden 
Rucker Barden 
Chris Chance 
Marguerite Coates 
Willis & Sue Connell 
Jim Cosby 
Clyde Cottrell 
EB Davis 
Rick Graves 
Ed & Doris Hamlett 
Gene  & Jo Hartman 
Dorothy Holland 
Charles & Gail King 
Josh Liebgott 
Lloyd Mawyer 
Margie Mawyer 
Harold McCabe 
Cla Meredith 
Elyvin Moore 
Norma Smith & Family 
Yvonne Taylor & Family 
Beckett Walker 
Rhea Ziesmer 

Friends and Family  
Anonymous 
Barbie Buckner 
Martha Carter 
Chris & Jeanette Johnson 
Gordon McCabe 
Elyvin Moore, Jr.  
Janet Morrisett 
Arnie Nunnally 
Brenda Philbin 
Kenneth Smith 
 
Serving in the Military 
Hunter Cox—Kuwait 
Stan Gibson – U.S.S. Eisenhower 
Jason Hehl – Pentagon 
Melanie Hehl—Fort Bragg                    
Ryan Hehl - Ft. Bragg  
Mark Redman – Ft. Bragg 
Jacob Sansbury - Iraq 
Kenny Tarrant  
 
Intentional Interim Process 
Transition Team 

Deacons on Call… 

Our deacons of the month will serve as ministers “on call” if 
you need assistance.  Don’t hesitate to contact: 

 

Astra Thornton—739.3260 
Pat Jennings—516.0033 
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Clay's Lighthouse has a new job!  It is waiting for each of us to 
help keep it full of groceries...You will find it in the hall just 

behind the sanctuary. 

The idea is for each of us to bring one item each time we gro-
cery shop and put it in the Lighthouse.  When the Lighthouse 

is full, we will take the food to Mercy Mall to be given to  
people who need it. 

 
LET'S TRY HARD TO DEVELOP THIS NEW HABIT 

IT'S SO HARD TO BE HUNGRY   

Sunday Morning Prayer Time 
Gather with others at 9:45 AM in Room 218 
to pray for Tomahawk Baptist Church, the 
Intentional Interim Process, the Transition 
Team and for God's leadership as we move 
into His future. 

Prayer List 

The prayer list is updated once a week. Copies are available  on 
the Office bulletin Board in the hallway.  Extra prayer request 
forms are located there as well.  

 

 

Christian sympathy is extended to: 
Yvonne Taylor in the death of her husband, Charles,  

on June 3, 2015 
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Tomahawk Baptist Church 

12920 Hull Street Road 

Midlothian, VA 23112 

 

Phone: 804-744-2044 

Fax: 804-744-7841 

www.tomahawkchurch.org 

 

Dr. Jim Vaught, Intentional Interim Pastor 

 jimvaught@aol.com 

Thomas Rawls, Associate Pastor of Discipleship 

 trawls@tomahawkchurch.org 

Susan Kish, Music Director 

 susanrkish@gmail.com 

Robin Tarr, Website Coordinator 

Jeanette Johnson, Administrative Assistant 

 jjohnson@tomahawkchurch.org 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
 

BBS Volunteer  
Meeting 6:30pm 

2 3 4 

5 6 
PSM 10:30am 

7 
 

Transition Team Mtg 
7:00pm 

8 9 10 11 

12 
 

Administrative 
Council Mtg. 12:00 

13 
PSM 10:30am 

14 
 

Transition Team Mtg 
7:00pm 

15 16 17 18 

19 
Deacon Mtg 4:30pm 

Business Mtg. 6:00pm 
Ice Cream Social 
following Business 

Mtg 

20 
PSM 10:30am 

Guys & Dolls  
Planning 10:30am 

21 
 

Transition Team Mtg 
7:00pm 

22 23 24 25 
 

BBS 8:45am—
12:00pm 

26 27 
PSM 10:30am 

28 
Guys & Dolls Lunch 

at Cracker Barrel 
11:30am 
Transition Team Mtg 

7:00pm 

29 30 31  


